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FOREIGN  CIGARETTES  SELL 
BRISKLY  IN  JAPAN 

On  October  20,  the  Japan  Monopoly  Corporation  placed  on  sale  28  million 
imported  cigarettes  in  about  1,000  retail  outlets  in  large  cities.  These 
cigarettes  were  in  such  demand  that  they  were  sold  out  in  a  few  days. 

The  Monopoly,  therefore,  on  October  27  budgeted  $2,500,000  to  purchase 
additional  quantities  of  foreign  brands.    About  $1,000,000  was  immediately 
allocated  for  early  November,  and  the  remaining  $1,500,000  reserved  for 
purchases  likely  to  be  necessary  in  January  and  February  1961. 

Approximately  $1,950,000  has  been  used  for  purchases  of  foreign  tobacco 
products  in  recent  months  (including  $1,000,000  in  November).    The  break- 
down of  cigarette  purchases  is  about  as  follows:    United  States,  $1,^60,000; 
the  United  Kingdom,  $360, 000;  and  West  Germany,  $1+5,000.    The  balance  was 
spent  on  cigars  and  pipe  tobaccos. 

Retail  prices  for  U.S.  cigarettes  are  reported  to  be  about  36  cents 
per  package  of  20  for  regular-size  and  k2  cents  for  filter-tipped  and  king- 
size  . 

BRAZIL  HAS  SHARP  INCREASE 
IN  FLUE -CURED  PRODUCTION 

Brazil's  1959-60  crop  of  flue-cured  tobacco  is  now  estimated  at  111. 3 
million  pounds --up  22  percent  from  the  previous  crop. 

Most  Brazilian  flue-cured  is  used  by  domestic  manufacturers.  Ever- 
increasing  demand  for  cigarettes  has  limited  export  availabilities.  However, 
some  flue-cured  was  exported  in  i960,  and  sizable  quantities  may  be  exported 
from  the  1961  crop,  to  be  harvested  early  next  year. 

Crops  of  Bahia  cigar  and  native  air-cured  also  were  larger  in  1959-60 
than  in  the  previous  year.    Brazil's  crop  of  tobacco  of  all  kinds  totaled 
32l+  million  pounds  in  1959-60,  compared  with  278  million  in  1958-59 • 

U.S.  CIGARETTE  EXPORTS  DROP 

U.S.  exports  of  cigarettes  during  the  first  9  months  of  i960  totaled 
1^335  million  pieces --down  6.5  percent  from  the  corresponding  period  of  1959* 
The  decline  was  mainly  due  to  sharp  drops  in  trade  with  Venezuela  and  Cuba, 
both  formerly  important  outlets . 

Major  purchasers  of  U.S.  cigarettes  in  order  of  importance  this  year 
were;  Gibraltar,  Hong  Kong,  France,  Malaya,  Netherlands  Antilles,  and 
Belgium-Luxembourg.    All  of  these  countries  took  more  U.S.  cigarettes  this 
year  than  last.    Exports  to  Sweden,  Italy,  Peru,  Australia,  Panama,  Bahrein, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  showed  substantial  gains.    These  increases  were  more 
than  offset  by  the  declines  in  exports  to  Cuba  and  Venezuela.     (Table  follows) 


k 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


/ 

Vol.  81,  No.  2k 


CIGAEETTES:    U.S.  exports,  by  principal  countries 
of  destination,  January-September  1958-1960 


January-September 


Destination 

• 

:  1958 

* 

:  1959 

• 

:  i960 

• 

• 
• 

Million 

Million 

Million 

:  pieces 

• 

pieces 

pieces 

CVi  "hya  1  tay  .  .  .      .  ................ 

• 

•                        ■«  __,  ,m 

81.1 

1  Uo^  it 

Hnnp  TCona" ....................... 

831.9 

1.008.2 

l.lij-0.1 

"Ptptiop. .......    ....  ............ 

892.3 

95^.1 

1,021,1 

 :  666.6 

767.7 

902.5 

Netherlands  Antilles ............ 

513.0 

727.2 

778.7 

66l.it 

70U.5 

507.3 

566.8 

fiPrina'nv     West .....  ........... 

• 

3ll+ .  5 

ikh.6 

in8.7 

310.6 

^32.0 

389.7 

 :  1,529.0 

1,8^8.2 

3^3.7 

 :  379.^ 

3^7.^ 

1*22.0 

3iOt.it 

375.5 

232.it 

303.^ 

• 

337.3 

30^.2 

26it.O 

 :  89.2 

156.2 

233.8 

251.0 

283.7 

203.2 

287.it 

236.0 

228.6 

• 

208  8 

210  J 

Liberia  

• 

 •              oh  Q 

1  (77  1 
1U  [  •  J. 

193.it 

152.5 

37.6 

165.2 

1,801.0 

116.2 

3k5.8 

35.5 

2,778.9 

2,6ikl.9 

• 
• 

15,308.2 

lit,  33^.7 

• 
• 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

• 
* 

65,795 

61,823 

l/  Includes  Singapore. 
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SYRIAN  TOBACCO  CROP  LARGER 

Revised  Syrian  figures  for  I959  tobacco  production  indicate  that  16.6 
million  pounds  were  harvested  from  21,81*1  acres.    Production  in  i960  is 
estimated  at  20.9  million  pounds  from  25,995  acres. 

The  present  policy  of  the  Syrian  Tobacco  Monopoly  is  to  emphasize 
improvement  in  quality.    Any  further  increase  in  production  will  be  based 
on  expanding  the  planted  area,  rather  than  boosting  yields  on  the  present 
planted  area. 

NEW  ZEALAND  MAKING 
MORE  CIGARETTES 

Cigarette  output  in  New  Zealand  reached  a  record  level  in  1959-60. 
A  total  2.7  billion  cigarettes  were  made  during  the  12 -month' period  ended 
June  of  this  year- -an  increase  of  9.3  percent  from  the  previous  year. 

Production  of  smoking  tobacco  (for  pipes  and  roll-your-own  cigarettes) 
increased  3.7  percent.     Of  the  total  leaf  tobacco  used  in  manufacture  of 
tobacco  products  in  1959-60,  New  Zealand-grown  leaf  accounted  for  38.7 
percent,  compared  with  37 percent  in  the  previous  year. 

NEW  ZEALAND  TO  SHIP  MEAT  BY  AIR 

The  New  Zealand  Meat  Producers'  Board  has  arranged  to  make  trial  air 
shipments  of  meat  to  Hawaii  and  North  America.    First  shipments  are  expected 
early  next  year. 

The  importance  of  air  shipments  is  that  reduced  transportation  time 
allows  meat  to  travel  chilled  rather  than  frozen,  thus  increasing  the 
market  value .     Last  year  the  New  Zealand  Government  amended  the  Meat 
Export  Control  Act  to  authorize  air  transportation  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  November  2,  1959)*     Since  then,  the  Producers'  Board  has  been 
studying  the  economic  feasibility.    The  carefully  planned,  small  experi- 
mental shipments  will  provide  factual  information  as  to  the  cost  of  air 
transport  and  the  condition  of  meat  on  arrival. 

MEXICAN  IMPORT  CONTROLS  ON  PORK 
REDUCE  TRADE  WITH  U.S. 

U.S.  exports  of  pork  to  Mexico  fell  from  3.8  million  pounds  in  July- 
September  1959  to  1.1  million  pounds  in  the  same  period  this  year. 

The  decline  was  largely  the  result  of  a  resolution  adopted  June  3, 
i960,  by  the  Mexican  Department  of  Industry  and  Commerce  requiring  permits 
for  imports  of  hogs  for  slaughter,  pork  meat  (fresh  or  frozen),  raw  hams, 
hog  skins,  and  similar  items  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  11, 
I960). 
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U.S.  MOHAIR  EXPORTS  DOWN 


U.S.  exports  of  mohair,  including  wool-like  specialty  hair,  were  9*1  million 
pounds  in  January-September  i960,  compared  with  15.^-  million  a  year  earlier--a 
decline  of  kl  percent. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  the  Netherlands,  major  destinations,  accounted  for 
most  of  this  decline.    Shipments  to  these  countries  were  down  37  percent  and  69 
percent,  respectively,  from  a  year  earlier. 

In  a  limited  world  market,  increased  European  demand  for  African  mohair  has 
had  a  direct  effect  on  U.S.  exports.    However,  sharply  lower  U.S.  prices  this 
fall  may  stimulate  foreign  demand  for  mohair  from  this  country,  and  shipments 
are  expected  to  increase. 

MOHAIR  l/:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination,  clean  content, 
annual  1957-59  and  January-September  1959-60 


Country  of 
destination 

• 

• 
• 

Annual 

\           January -September 

• 
• 

:  1957 

• 
• 

:    1958  : 

1959  : 

:              :  Increase 
1959    :    i960    :or  decrease 
:             :  (-)  i960 

:  1,000  1,000  1,000 

:  pounds  pounds  pounds 

• 

United  Kingdom  :  6,017  8,115  10,^+31 

Netherlands.....  :  l,Qok  3,0^6  ^,^07 

Belgium........  :  1,^32  85U  l,lkQ 

Japan  :  k02  263  8ll 

Canada   57  2^7  193 

Italy  :  9  37  657 

Germany,  West  :  9k  369  627 

Switzerland   7^  190  69 

Othe  r  s  :  112  126  2l8_ 

• 

Total  :  9,992  13,210  18,561 

1/  Includes  other  wool -like  specialty  hair. 

Bureau  of  the  Census. 


1,000 
pounds 

9,253 
3,39^ 
785 
769 

199 
28^ 

56 
115 


1,000 
pounds 

5,85^ 
1,068 
521 

397 
281 

koQ 

23k 

58 

235 


1,000 
pounds 


-3,399 
-2,326 

-26k 

-372 

82 
12^ 
-300 
2 

120 


15,389      9,056  -6,333 


URUGUAYAN  WOOL  EXPORTS 
DROP  SHARPLY 

Exports  of  raw  wool  from  Uruguay  in  the  year  ending  September  i960  totaled 
60  million  pounds,  kQ  percent  below  last  year. 

The  decline  caused  a  sharp  increase  in  carryover  stocks  in  spite  of  lower 
production.    Carryover  stocks  on  October  1,  i960,  were  estimated  at  k5  million 
pounds,  compared  with  1^  million  last  year.  These  stocks  will  be  difficult  to 
sell  as  the  demand  for  this  type  of  wool  is  limited  and  the  prices  are  low. 
Producers  have  been  reluctant  to  sell  at  offered  prices. 
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Uruguayan  wool  exports  to  most  countries  in  1959-60  were  considerably  below 
last  year.    The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  the  biggest  buyers. 
The  U.S.S.R.,  the  largest  buyer  in  1958-59,  took  none  from  Uruguay  during  the 
past  year;  exports  to  other  Bloc  countries  were  also  sharply  lower. 

The  United  States  took  2k  percent  less  Uruguayan  wool  in  1959-60,  while 
shipments  to  Italy  and  the  Netherlands  declined  20  and  50  percent,  respectively, 
from  a  year  earlier.    France  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  the  only  major  markets 
that  bought  more  in  1959-60. 

Uruguay  also  exports  substantial  quantities  of  wool  tops --a  semi -manufac- 
ture of  wool.    Exports  of  tops  were  21  million  pounds  in  1959-60,  compared  with 
30  million  last  year.    The  Netherlands,  Communist  China,  the  United  States,  and 
Poland  were  the  major  destinations. 


WOOL,  RAW:     Uruguayan  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
actual  weight,  average  1951-55,  annual  1957-59  l/ 


• 

*  Average 

Annual 

:  1959 

Country 

• 

!  change 

;  1951-55 

1  1957 

:  1958 

»  1 
1 

1  1959 

from 

• 
• 

:  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

:  pounds 

• 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Percent 

1 

2 

2 

7 

2 

k 

+100 

12 

8 

8 

5 

5 

k 

-20 

13 

6 

3 

-50 

 :  2 

 :  3^ 

19 

16 

17 

+6 

3 

17 

13 

-2k 

• 
• 

60 

56 

51 

-9 

Sino -Soviet  Bloc: 

• 
• 

•                   mm  »m  mm 

1 

2 

1 

-50 

 :  2 

2^4- 

31 

1 

k 

15 

5 

-67 

• 
• 

29 

kd 

6 

-88 

• 

8 

12 

3 

-75 

• 

 :  126 

97 

116 

60 

-kS 

1/  Season  beginning  October  1  of  year  shown. 
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UGANDA  CUTS  COFFEE  PRODUCER  PRICE 

On  November  9>  i960,  Uganda  cut  the  minimum  price  for  Robusta  kiboko 
(unhulled,  dried  coffee)  to  50  East  African  cents  per  pound  (7  U.S.  cents). 
This  is  2  East  African  cents  lower  than  the  1959-60  price,  and  12  East  Africa] 
cents  lower  than  the  minimum  price  paid  to  growers  prior  to  November  1959* 
The  new  50-cent  minimum  is  equivalent  to  a  clean  coffee  price  of  about  L  139 
per  ton  (17-375  U.S.  cents  per  pound). 

RECENT  AUSTRALIAN  BEEF  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.S.  TOTAL  k<g  MILLION  POUNDS 

Four  ships  left  Australia  in  October  and  early  November  with  ^,  502,1+00 
pounds  of  frozen  beef  for  the  United  States . 


Ship 

Sailing  date 

•                          .  • 

Destination  1/ 

Quantity 
(pounds ) 

Gjertrud  Bakke 

:        October  22 

Seattle 

336,000 

Antarctic  Ocean 

;        October  31 

New  York 
Boston 

1,1+91,8^0 
3^7,200 

Port  Huon  j 

November  7 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Boston 

1,267,81+0 
288,960 
1+1+3,520 

Orcades  ; 

November  9 

Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 

78,^00 
21+8,61+0 

1/  Cities  listed  indicate  locations  of  purchaser  and  are  usually  also  the 
port  of  arrival  and  general  market  area  for  the  meat;  in  some  instances, 
meat  may  be  diverted  to  other  areas  for  sale. 


U.S.  HIDE  AND  SKIN  EXPORTS  LARGER 
IN  JANUARY-SEPTEMBER  i960 

U.S.  exports  of  cattle  hides  and  calf,  sheep,  and  lamb  skins  rose  quite 
sharply  during  the  first  9  months  of  i960.    Kip  skin  exports  were  lower.  In- 
creased U.S.  production  of  cattle  hides  and  calf  skins  and  relatively  stable 
prices,  plus  reduced  production  of  cattle  hides  in  Australia,  have  stimulated 
exports  this  year. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  cattle  hide  exports  went  to  Japan  and  the 
Netherlands,  as  these  two  markets  again  took  over  half  of  the  shipments. 
Japan,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Switzerland  accounted  for  most  of  the  rise  in 
calf  skin  exports,  while  Japan  and  the  Netherlands  accounted  for  most  of  the 
decline  in  kip  skins.    Larger  exports  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins  to  Canada, 
Venezuela,  Italy,  Poland,  and  Japan  in  January-September  raised  exports  above 
the  comparable  1959  period. 
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HIDES  AND  SKINS:    U.S.'  exports,  annual  1957-59 
January-September  1 959-60 


i-uumcu.    .    Jan#_Sept>  increase 

Country  of  destination      :     195?    ■     ^    *  ,:  -        6q    ;or  decrease 


;  1,000    1  1,000  ;  1,000     ;  1,000     ;  1,000     ;  1,000 

:  pieces  ;  pieces  ;  pieces  ;  pieces  ;  pieces  ;  pieces 

Cattle  hides:                        ;  ;  :    .    .  £   .  *  

Canada  ;  818  1  580  :  591  :        427  :  311  *:  -116 

Mexico  ;  424  ;  330  ;  503  ]        296  ;  384  •  88 

Germany,  West  ;  8l2  ;  615  1  629  ;        486  ;  i+36  •  -50 

Netherlands  :  1,369  :  869  ;  568  ;        368  \  988  !  620 

Poland  :  5  .  295  ;  92  !          64  [  71  \  7 

United  Kingdom  •  390  ;  167  ;  .        47  J         39  ;  53  J  i4 

Yugoslavia  ;  203  :  195  :  139  ;       105  •  44  *  -6l 

Japan  ;  1,397  :  1,438  ;  1,083  :       862  :  1,497  \  635 

Others  :  1,097  :  909  :  5C3  :       3+5  :  81+5  :  500 


Total  :    6,517  :    5,398  :    4,155  :    2,992  :    4,629  :  1,637 


Calfskins: 

Canada  ;  704  :  671  _:  573  ;  468  ;  404  :  -64 

France  ;  36  ;  IV3  ;  24  ;  lk  ;  8  .  -6 

Germany,  West  ;  300  :  361  :  150  :  87  :  Qk  ]  -3 

Italy  _:  194  :  249  •  205  ;  lk6  ]  15  3  ]  7 

Netherlands  ;  196  j  250  ;  129  :  87  ;  100  \  13 

Switzerland  :  50  ;  126  ;  26  ;  18  :  57  ;  39 

United  Kingdom  :  110  ;  45  :  13;  5  ;  55  \  50 

Japan  ;  4l2  ;  kOk  \  178  ;  157  ;  211  \  54 

Others  :  68  :  104  :  ll6  :  76  :  ?1  ]  -5 


Total  :    2,070  :    2,353  :    l,4l4  :    1,058  :    l,l43  :  85 


Kip  skins:  ;;:;:: 

Canada  ;  8  :  10  ;  4  :  2  :  4  :  +2 

Belgium  :  22  ;  22  ;  23  :  23  :  15  I  -8 

Germany,  West  ;  4l7  ;  251  ;  128  ;  85  j  79  :  -6 

Netherlands  :  l8l  ;  108  ;  127  :  8l  ;  49  :  -32 

United  Kingdom  :  98  ;  10  ;  4  :  0  •  l6  :  +16 

Japan  :  405  ;  186  ;  95  ;  84  ;  70  :  -14 

Others  :  95  :  128  :  102  :  80  :  70  :  -10 


Total  :    1,226  :       715  :       ^3  :       355  :       303  :  -52 


Sheep  &  lamb:  l/  ;;::;; 

Canada  :  609  :  502  ;  799  :  558  ;  626  :  +68 

Mexico  ;  62  ;  108  ;  131  \  ll6  ;  83  ;  -33 

France  ;  107;  10  :  9  ;  7  :  10  ;  +3 

Germany,  West  ;  23  ;  48  ;  37  :  13  I  15  5  +2 

Sweden  ;  62  ;  95  ;  120  ;  80  :  69  :  -11 

United  Kingdom  ;  382  ;  4l2;  606  ;  504:  420:  -84 

Others  :  109  :  190  :  225  :  1+5  ;  334  ;  +189 

Total  :  1,354  :  1,365  :  1,927  :  l,+23  :  1,557  :  +134 


1/  Includes  goat  and  kid  skins. 
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WORLD  WOOL  CONSUMPTION  UP 
5  PERCENT  THROUGH  SEPTEMBER 


Raw  wool  consumption  in  the  10  countries  that  report  quarterly  to  the 
International  Wool  Study  Group  was  up  5  percent  in  January-September  i960  com- 
pared with  a  year  earlier. 

Mill  use  was  higher  in  all  countries  except  the  United  States,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  Netherlands.    U.S.  consumption  declined  5  percent  from  the 
high  level  of  a  year  ago.    Consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  k  percent 
lower,  while  the  Netherlands  used  11  percent  less  wool.. 

World  wool  consumption  appears  to  he  leveling  off.    Mill  use  in  the  10 
countries  during  the  third  quarter  of  i960  was  down  3  percent  from  the  same 
quarter  of  1959  an(3-  10  percent  below  the  second  quarter  of  this  year.  West 
Germany  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  only  countries  showing  higher  consumption 
than  in  the  previous  quarter. 

Total  consumption  in  the  10  reporting  countries  during  July-September, 
when  adjusted  for  the  fewer  working  days,  still  showed  a  decline  of  about  5 
percent  from  the  second  quarter  of  this  year. 

WOOL,  RAW:      Estimated  consumption  in  specified  countries,  clean  basis 


Country 


:  1959 

;  i960 

Jan . -Sept . 

[July-Sept, 

1 

'Apr. -June [ July-Sept. 

►  « 

;   1959    ;  i960  1/  ; 

Change 

1959 
to 

I960 


United  Kingdom. . . 
United  States  2/ 


France , 
Japan. , 


Italy  

West  Germany 


Belgium. . , 
Australia, 


Netherlands , 
Sweden  , 


Total  

1/  Preliminary 
ning  systems  and 


Mil.  lbs.  Mil.  lbs.  Mil.  lbs.  Mil.  lbs.  Mil.  lbs.  Percent 


107.9 

6I.7 
57.5 

k-2.0 

19.3 
19.9 

6.0 
2.3 


V79.2 


122.6 
106.3 

73.3 
70.1 

55.8 
38.0 

22.7 
19.7 

$A 
2.8 


105.1+ 

376.7 

363.0 

-k 

101.5 

337.6 

321.6 

-5 

55.2 

187.1 

205.8 

+10 

67.5 

163.5 

201.5 

+23 

1+8.8 

127.3 

157.5 

+2k 

39.7 

ilk.3 

118.3 

+k 

20.9 

56.5 

65.8 

+17 

19.7 

53.5 

57.0 

+7 

5.5 

18.6 

16.5 

-11 

2.2 

7.8 

8.2 

+5 

516.7        k66.h     1,^2.9  1,515.2 


+5 


2j  Includes  estimated  consumption  on  cotton  and  other  spin- 
in  batting  and  felt  manufacture. 


Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
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KENYA'S  PYRETHRUM 
PRODUCTION  UP 

Pyrethrum  production  in  Kenya  rose  by  60  percent  in  the  year  ended  June  30, 
I960,  and  growers  received  t  993,000  ($2,780,1+00)  more  than  they  did  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Almost  all  of  the  estimated  1960-61  crop  is  already  covered  by  sales  con- 
tracts.   Licenses  issued  for  1960-61  cover  an  estimated  production  of  10,300 
tons  (23.1  million  pounds)  from  1+5,000  acres.    Licenses  have  gone  to  1+5  African 
cooperatives,  which  deliver  flowers  on  behalf  of  about  20,000  smallholding 
families . 

AGREEMENT  REACHED  CONCERNING 
EUROPEAN  FLAX  AND  HEMP 

The  Second  Congress  of  the  International  Confederation  of  Flax  and  Hemp 
met  at  Naples  in  October  i960  and  reached  an  agreement  aimed  to  protect  the 
Western  European  flax  and  hemp  industry  from  renewed  competition  in  recent  years 
from  Eastern  European  flax  in  the  world  market. 

Quotas  for  imports  of  flax  from  nonmember  countries  will  be  limited  to  20 
percent  of  spinners'  needs,  taking  into  account  the  balance  of  production  and 
consumption  of  members.    Producers,  assured  of  a  certain  price  for  their  fiber, 
will  use  every  means  to  guarantee  certain  supplies  to  spinners. 

France,  with  the  largest  flax  acreage  of  the  member  countries,  is  probably 
most  affected  by  the  agreement,  although  Belgium  is  the  most  important  exporter 
of  fiber. 

PROSPECTS  IMPROVE  FOR 
MEXICO'S  RICE  CROP 

Mexico's  I96O-61  harvest  (August -March)  of  rough  rice  is  now  forecast  at 
a  record  270,000  metric  tons  (595  million  pounds),  which  is  3  percent  above  the 
earlier  forecast.     It  is  18,000  tons  more  than  the  previous  largest  crop  of  2 
years  ago,  and  100,000  tons  higher  than  the  average  from  1950-51  through  I95I+-55. 

Rice  acreage  increased  11  percent- -3k, 000  acres --over  the  previous  largest 
acreage  of  2  years  ago.    The  gain  was  mostly  in  Sinaloa  and  Sonora,  where  yields 
are  very  good. 

Due  to  Mexico's  poor  1959-60  crop,  supplies  have  been  short  in  i960.    As  a 
result,  the  average  wholesale  price  rose  during  August  to  a  record  $10.21+  per  100 
pounds  (2.82  pesos  per  kilogram)  and  was  1+2  percent  higher  than  in  August  1959. 

About  21,700  tons  of  rice  were  imported  from  January  through  September  i960. 
More  than  half  of  the  imports  came  from  Switzerland,  and  almost  half  were  from 
the  United  States.    The  new  crop  is  expected  to  ease  the  shortage  and  provide 
ample  supplies  for  domestic  needs  in  1961  but  probably  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
permit  exports. 
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BURMESE  RICE  SHIPMENTS 
SET  POSTWAR  RECORD 

Milled  rice  shipments  by  Burma  during  the  marketing  year  ending 
September  30,  19^0,  totaled  2,102,3^-8  long  tons --a  postwar  record.  Ship- 
ments a  year  earlier  were  1,61^-, 000  tons. 

The  i960  season  exports  would  have  been  larger  if  more  rice  had  been 
available  for  export.    Burma  turned  down  a  request  in  July  from  India  for 
100,000  tons.    Also,  Burma  exported  only  250,000  tons  to  Ceylon  against  an 
agreement  calling  for  300,000  tons. 

It  seems  unlikely  that  next  year*s  shipments  of  milled  rice  will  reach 
the  high  level  of  this  past  year.    The  I96O-6I  paddy  production  is  estimated 
at  about  8.3  million  tons.    Of  this,  only  about  1.7  million  tons  of  milled 
rice  will  be  available  for  export  because  of  the  reduced  carryover  stocks 
on  hand  September  30,  i960.    Burma  has  already  committed  a  total  of  900*000 
tons  of  the  I96O-6I  crop  (now  being  harvested)  to  Pakistan,  Communist  China, 
and  Indonesia,  and  is  negotiating  with  India  on  its  purchases  for  next  year. 

ARGENTINE  GRAIN  EXPORTS 
11  PERCENT  ABOVE  LAST  YEAR 

Argentine  grain  exports  during  July -September  i960  totaled  1.8  million 
metric  tons,  11  percent  above  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    Exports  of 
wheat,  rye,  and  oats  were  up  substantially,  while  sorghums  showed  a  small 
increase.    Corn  and  barley  exports  were  below  last  season's. 

Wheat  exports  totaled  777*000  tons,  37  percent  more  than  the  previous 
season.    Shipments  to  Brazil  were  398,000  tons,  an  increase  of  88,000  tons. 
Substantially  larger  shipments  were  also  made  to  Peru,  Chile,  and  the  United 
Kingdom.    In  addition,  35*000  tons  were  exported  to  Italy  and  10,000  to 
Portugal,  compared  with  none  the  year  before. 

Corn  exports  were  803,000  tons,  against  823,000  a  year  earlier.  Most 
of  the  reduction  was  in  shipments  to  Belgium-Luxembourg  (70,000  tons,  com- 
pared with  83,000),  and  West  Germany  (37*000  tons,  compared  with  60,000) . 
However,  exports  to  Japan  increased  by  11,000  tons  (1^0,000  tons,  compared 
with  128,  iK)0  a  year  earlier) .    Prospects  are  that  total  corn  exports  will 
continue  downward  during  the  rest  of  this  crop  year,  which  ends  in  March 
1961. 

Exports  of  rye  rose  by  30,000  tons;  oats  by  5^*000;  and  sorghums  by 
3,000  tons.    Barley  exports  were  down  21,000  tons  from  the  57*000  exported 
during  July -September  1959* 
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GRAIN:    Argentine  exports,  July-September  1959  and  July-September  I960 


Country  of 
destination 


Wheat  :  Rye 


Corn 


Oats    t  Barley  : Sorghums 


Total 


Metric 
tons 


July-September  1959  • 
United  States  . . . . : 

Canada  : 

Brazil  : 

Chile  : 

Paraguay  : 

Peru  : 

Uruguay  : 

Austria  : 

B  elg  ium-Luxembourg : 

Denmark  : 

France  • 

West  Germany  : 

Italy  s 

Netherlands  : 

Sweden  ....«..••••• 

Switzerland   : 

United  Kingdom  . . . ; 
J  a pan  ■••••••«•«••• 

Lebanon  : 

Total  i~ 

• 
• 

July-September  I960  : 
United  States  ....: 

Canada   : 

Barbados  .*•••••••• 

Bolivia  : 

Brazil   : 

Chile  : 

Paraguay  : 

Peru  : 

Uruguay  : 

Austria  - 

B  elg ium-Luxembourg : 

Denmark  ' 

France  : 

Germany,  West  . . . . : 

Italy  s 

Netherlands   : 

Portugal  : 

Sweden  • 

Switzerland  : 

United  Kingdom 

Japan  : 

Lebanon  > 

North  Africa  

Total  1/ 


312,510 
45,996 

25,254 
18,021 


H,760 
82,394 

15,427 


42,585 
8,820 


565,767 


Metric 
tons 


Metric  :  Metric 
tons    :  tons 


1,639 


500 
2,889 

200 

12,405 
1,098 
770 
1,200: 

800 


19,862 


500 1 
397,996: 
75,345: 
22,400: 
69,691: 

4,200: 
5,619: 


2,210 
840 
990 
83,275 
725 
2,890 
60,014: 
307,340 
155,011 
2,850 
7,799 
68,822 
128,357 


1,117 

1,000 

1,000 
1,500 


822,762 


18 


"47617 


Metric 
tons 


5,581 


Metric 
tons 


75  : 


5,305  :  — 


34,912 
7,888 
2,358 


1^350 


57,394 


7,976 
290 

200 
1,598 
9,316 


127 


19,582 


2,581 


100: 


42,695: 

2,265 

35,244: 

45,049 

27,180: 

800 

10,310: 

500: 

3,658 

2,230: 

54,161: 

• 

28,748: 

776,819:  51,872 


5,126 
965 
70,055 
675 
10,000 
37,113 
309,560 
154,863 
—  : 
850 
3,388 
68,352 
139,837 

2,528 


143  :  — 


803,330 


450 
1,000 

7,178 
34,373 
10,055 

1,300 
2,260 


6,725 
26,276 
2,870 


59,340  :  35,871 


50 
51 


Metric 
tons 

1,639 
75 

319,208 
45,996 
25,254 
20,231 
7,645 
3,879 
91,251 
2,215 
17,650 
191,425 
317,924 
182,882 
4,050 
7,799 
112,334 
128,357 
10,170 

1,489,984 


2,355 
1,875 

1,620 
1,991 
10,638 

15 
200 
4,081 


22,876 


18 
50 
51 
500 
400,577 
75,345 
22,400 
69,691 
5,269 
5,165 
78,579 
3,550 
10,000 
97,596 
452,493 
206,406 
10,310 
6,323 
8,078 

126,594 
139,837 
28,748 
2,528 

1,750,108 


i/  Preliminary. 
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THAILAND  UPS  RICE  CROP  ESTIMATE 

Thailand's  I96O-6I  rice  crop  (November -March)  has  "been  revised  upward 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.    The  new  estimate,  at  7;^-60,000  metric  tons 
of  rough  rice  (l6fk^0  million  pounds),  is  2  percent  higher  than  the  previous 
forecast  but  well  below  the  record  8,297,000  tons  (l8,290  million  pounds) 
harvested  in  1956-57 • 

Quality  of  the  I96O-61  rice  reportedly  is  better  than  that  of  last 
year's  harvest --estimated  at  7> 250,000  tons --which  was  impaired  by  floods. 
Some  good-quality,  early  varieties  of  the  I96O-6I  crop  from  up  country  are 
currently  available  in  Bangkok. 

FLOODS  DAMAGE  CAMBODIAN 
RICE  CROP 

Unconfirmed  reports  state  that  recent  floods  destroyed  30  to  50  percent 
of  the  i960  rice  crop  (now  being  harvested)  in  Battambang  province,  north- 
western Cambodia.    Battambang  province  produced  an  estimated  k-00, 000  metric 
tons  of  paddy  last  year,  almost  one-third  of  total  production,  and  an  amount 
roughly  equivalent  to  Cambodia's  exports. 

Detailed  information  on  crop  damage  will  not  be  available  for  at  least 
two  weeks.  If  the  estimates  of  damage  are  confirmed,  rice  exports  for  1961 
may  be  seriously  affected. 

WEST  GERMANY  ISSUES  TENDER  FOR 
U.  S.  AND  CANADIAN  ASPARAGUS 

West  Germany's  Import  and  Storage  Agency  published  on  November  29,  i960, 
an  import  tender  for  U.  S.  and  Canadian  canned  asparagus  cuts.    German  im- 
porters must  apply  for  licenses  by  December  20,  I96I.    Customs  clearance 
will  he  from  January  1,  I96I,  through  December  31>  I96I .     Imports  of 
asparagus  tips  alone  are  excluded  from  this  tender. 

THAILAND  IMPORTS  HIGH -QUALITY 
RUBBER  SEEDS 

The  Thai  Ministry  of  Agriculture  recently  imported  from  Malaya  enough 
high-quality  rubber  seeds  to  plant  about  10,000  acres.    Some  have  already 
been  distributed  to  experimental  stations  for  germination  and  distribution. 
Seeds  will  be  provided  free  to  plantation  owners.     Seedlings  will  be  sold 
for  about  12  cents  each. 

In  i960,  Thailand  had  about  2.1  million  acres  in  rubber,  which  will 
produce  approximately  180,000  metric  tons.     Improved  trees  are  needed.  The 
recent  purchase  may  be  significant  because  it  marks  the  first  sizable  lot 
of  improved  seeds  imported  in  recent  years,  indicating  a  renewed  government 
interest  in  expanding  production.    It  also  represents  a  practical  step  toward 
implementing  the  recently  passed  Rubber  Replanting  Act. 
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MEXICAN  TOMATO  PLANTINGS 


During  the  20-day  period  November  1  through  November  20,  growers  in  the 
Culiacan  Valley  of  Mexico  planted  5,538  acres  of  ground  tomatoes  and  1,185 
acres  of  pole  tomatoes.    This  brings  total  acreage  planted  through  November 
20  to  23,720  acres  for  ground  tomatoes  and  8,111  acres  for  pole  tomatoes. 

The  first  shipments  of  tomatoes  to  Nogales,  Arizona,  were  sent  during 
the  above  period. 


SPAIN  HAS  SMALL  PACK 
OF  TABLE  OLIVES 


Spain's  i960  production  of  exportable  table  olives  is  estimated  at 
1+1,000  short  tons,  35  percent  smaller  than  last  year's  63,000-ton  pack.  It 
is  reported  that  olive  sizes  this  year  are  not  exceptionally  large.  Quality 
is  said  to  be  better  than  that  of  the  1959  pack,  as  Mediterranean  fruit  fly 
infestation  was  less  than  usual. 


TABLE  OLIVES:     Spain,  supply  and  distribution,  1959 
and  forecast  i960,  year  beginning  November  21 


Item 

:  1959 

• 

:  Forecast 
:  i960 

• 
• 

:        Short  tons 

• 

Short  tons 

Production 

e 

• 
• 

5,000 

1^,500 
Ik, 500 
12,000 

• 
• 

63,000 

000 

• 
• 

1+6,000 

Domestic  consumption  and  other 

5*+,  500 

• 
• 

6,000 
5,000 

38,500 

6,500 

1,000 

• 

. 65,500 

1+6,000 

Spanish  table  olive  exports  between  November  21,  1959  and  October  15, 
i960,  were  estimated  at  5^,500  short  tons.    About  85  percent  of  these  exports 
were  destined  for  the  United  States  and  Canada.    Statistics  by  destination 
are  not  yet  available,  but  shipments  to  the  United  States  were  estimated  at 
33,000  to  35,000  tons.    From  a  variety  standpoint,  exports  during  this  period 
were  slightly  in  favor  of  "Manzanillas"  (52  percent),  followed  by  "Queens" 
(1+6  percent),  and  other  varieties  (2  percent).  (Cont'd) 
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In  1958-59,  about  ^7*000  short  tons  of  Spanish  table  olives  were  exported, 
Spanish  trade  sources  estimate  that  exports  in  the  1960-61  season—which 
began  November  21,  1960--will  not  exceed  38,500  tons. 

The  somewhat  larger  crop  of  "Queens"  in  1959-60  enabled  exporters  to 
meet  foreign  demand  easily;  prices  therefore  were  fairly  stable.    On  the 
other  hand,  the  supply  of  "Manzanillas"  was  not  as  plentiful  and  prices  rose 
as  the  season  progressed.    According  to  the  Spanish  trade,  I96O-6I  export 
prices  are  expected  to  be  10  to  15  percent  higher  than  those  of  last  year, 
mainly  because  of  the  smaller  crop. 

TABLE  OLIVES:     Spain,  average  1959-60  export  prices 
for  "Queens"  and  "Manzanillas" 


Item 

:Beginning  of: 
:      season  : 

Mid- 
season 

End  of 
season 

:    Dol.  per 

Dol.  per 

Dol.  per 

short  ton 

• 

short  ton 

short  ton 

• 

klk 

381 

kl2 

........:  289 

289 

289 

2^7 

2^7 

LARGER  SUPPLY  OF  CASHEWS 
FORECAST  FOR  INDIA 


India's  supply  of  cashews  is  expected  to  reach  193,000  short  tons  for 
the  I96I  season,  a  7>000~ton  increase  over  i960.  Increases  in  Indian  pro- 
duction and  imports  of  African  raw  cashews  account  for  the  larger  I96I  supply. 

CASHEWS:     India,  supply  and  distribution,  1959-61 


Item                             :        1959        :        i960      :  Forecast 
 !  I  :  1.961  

:      Short              Short  Short 

:.     tons               tons  tons 

• 

Beginning  stocks  :           22,500           2,500  1,000 

Production  :           73,000         72,000  75,000 

Imports  :          101,200        111,500  117,000 

• 

Total  supply  :         196,700       186,000  193,000 

Domestic  consumption  and  : 

other  disappearance  :             5>600           5,600  5,600 

Exports  1/  :i/  1,683,093  1/1,600,000  1/1,660,000 

Ending  stocks  .........:  2,500  1,000  1,^00 

1/  Kernels  in  50-lb.  cases j  1  short  ton  of  raw  nuts  yields  about  ^69  pounds 
of  packed  kernels. 
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India's  1961  cashew  harvest  is  forecast  at  75,000  tons,  a  3,000-ton 
increase  over  the  i960  pack.    The  i960  crop  was  damaged  by  heavy  rains  last 
April,  but  the  loss  seems  to  have  been  much  less  than  then  estimated. 

Indian  imports  of  African  raw  cashews  for  the  1961  season  are  expected 
to  reach  117,000  short  tons.    During  the  i960  season,  cashew  imports  totaled 
111,500  tons. 

The  Indian  trade  estimates  the  average  price  received  for  packed  kernels 
this  year  (i960)  to  be  5U.8  cents  per  pound,  c.  &  f .  New  York  (against  kf  .5 
cents  the  year  before).    This  year's  lowest  export  price  was  52  cents  per 
pound  last  January,  and  the  highest  was  59  cents  during  August. 

Indian  trade  circles  expect  I961  kernel  prices  to  increase  slightly, 
averaging  about  55  cents  per  pound  c.  &  f .  New  York.    Higher  shelling  costs 
and  raw  nut  prices,  plus  increased  demand  from  U.S.  and' other  buyers,  are 
said  to  be  the  main  reasons  for  the  prospective  rise. 

Indian  i960  exports  of  cashew  kernels  through  the  10-month  period 
(January-October)  are  estimated  at  1,570,000  cases  (50-pound  net).  Total 
exports  during  this  marketing  year  are  expected  to  be  around  1,600,000  cases, 
compared  with  1,683,093  cases  exported  in  the  1959  marketing  year.  Exports 
of  cashew  kernels  in  1961  are  forecast  at  1,660,000  cases. 

CASHEW  KERNELS:     Indian  exports,  I958-6O 
Destination  |        I958        |        1959        j    i960  1/ 

  _  _    •    •   _    *  

50-lb.  50-lb.  50-lb. 

:      cases  cases  cases 


United  States  :  1,22^,673  1,159,12^  1,060,000 

U.S.S.R  :  22^,61+3  196,^81+  2^0,000 

Germany,  East  :  2/  2/  70,000 

Other  Communist  Bloc  :  2,283  30,890  2/ 

United  Kingdom  :  119,797  96,938  120,000 

Canada  :  57,225  55,677  60,000 

Others  t  120,591  1^3,980  20,000 

• 

Total  ':  1,7^9,212         1,683,093  1,570,000 

1/  10-month  period  (January-October).    2/  Not  listed  separately. 

East  African  raw  cashew  prices  opened  very  high  in  January  i960,  and 
despite  efforts  by  Indian  processors  to  lower  the  prices,  they  continued 
to  rise  for  some  time.     In  a  further  effort  to  lower  prices,  the  processors 
formed  a  syndicate  in  September  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  Nov.  28,  i960). 
By  October,  the  price  of  African  raw  nuts  had  dropped  to  $155  per  short  ton; 
it  was  $173  per  short  ton  in  August.    The  October  price  is  about  the  same  as 
that  in  January. 
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INDONESIA'S  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA  UP  IN 
FIRST  QUARTER  OF  YEAR;  PALM  OIL  DOWN 


Indonesia's  exports  of  copra  (registered  exports  only)  in  January-March  i960  were  up  nearly  45  percent 
from  those  of  the  first  3  months  of  1959-    The  volume  of  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  West  Germany 
vas  three  times  that  of  January-March  1959 •    There  were  no  reported  shipments  to  other  countries  in  Europe. 

Copra  cake  exports  were  off  16  percent  in  the  first  quarter  compared  with  the  comparable  period  last 
year.    Nearly  70  percent  of  the  total  shipments  went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Indonesian  exports  of  palm  oil  in  the  first  3  months  of  i960  were  off  7  percent  from  those  of  January- 
March  1959-    No  shipments  were  recorded  to  the  Netherlands,  traditionally  the  major  market,  but  shipments 
to  Belgium-Luxembourg  were  up  sharply. 

Palm  kernel  shipments  in  the  first  quarter  were  up  one-third  from  January-March  1959  exports.  Exports 
went  chiefly  to  Japan  and  West  Germany. 

COPRA,  COPRA  CAKE,  PALM  OIL,  AND  PALM  KERNELS:    Indonesia,  exports  1/  by  country  of  destination, 

annual  1959  and  January-March  1959  and  19o0 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Copra 


1959  2/ 


 January-March 

1959  2/ 


19&0  2/ 


Copra  cake 


1959  2/ 


January-March 


1959  2/ 


I960  2/ 


Europe:  :  ^  tons 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  5,923 

Denmark  :  583 

France  :  1,031 

Germany,  West  :  14,  332 

Italy  :  3,  3^6 

Norway  :  9&h 

Poland  :  — 

Sweden  :  12,235 

Switzerland  :   

United  Kingdom  :  lk, 01$ 

Total  :  52, 4~ 

Asia:  : 

China,  Mainland  :  2,000 

Japan  :  2,559 

Penang  :  20,093 

Singapore  :  39, 136 

Total  ;  63,788" 

Other  :     3/  E^TST 

Grand  total  ;        129, 15b 


Long  tons 
4,102 

984 
955 

984 

4,085 
6,890 


Long  tons 


2,965 


21,291 


its, 000 


1,717 
9,970 


11,607 


Long  tons 

5,765 
1,860 

46,202 
296 

969 
920 

97 

59, 317 


24,256 


115,^26 


Long  tons 
1,753 

9,777 


11,968 
23,^90' 


4,765 
7,727 


12,492 


49 

83 
I3T 


TH50- 


31,037 


y  7,680 

44,42b1 


jj7  143 


Long  tons 

97 
48 

5,708 


13,583 


82 


b2 


115,706 


23,500 


197^36 


225 
71 


296 


19,732 


Palm  oil 


 January-March 

1959  2/      :    I960  27" 


1959  2/ 


1959  2/ 


January -March 

I960  2/ 


Continent  and  country  ]  

of  destination  \    1959  2/ 

_  . ,  .  .  "  Short  tons 
North  America:  :   

United  States  :  696 

Total  :  696 

Europe:  : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  20,089 

Denmark  ;   

France  :  649 

Germany,  West  :  22,820 

Italy  ;  8,873 

Netherlands  :  25,439 

Poland  :   

United  Kingdom  :   44l 

Total  :         IH,  3"ll 

Asia:  : 

Japan  :  18,789 

Penang  :  9,640 

Philippines  :  5,438 

Total  :  33,857 

Oceania:  : 

Australia  :  712 

New  Zealand  :  110 

Total  ;  822" 

Grand  total  :  113,~6"96" 

1/  Net  weight.  2/  Preliminary.  Zj  1,597  tons  to  Central  America  and  11,318  tons  to  the  United  States 
5/  All  to  the  United  States. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Palm  kernels 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


1,^87 


4,053 
1,786 
11,024 

441 


10,37^ 

301 

2,740 
1,984 


18,791 


8,722 
224 
995 

2,682 


111 

3,193 


15,399 


15,927 


4,216 
106 
1,218 


5,540 


2,738 
3,071 
1,576 


17,049 
2,750 


284 


19,799 


278 


294 


"278" 


24,615 


36,004 


998 
112 

133 


905 
2,148 


3,773 


3,773 


T7921 


1,559 
2,871 
180 


4,610 


2,876 
416 


3,292 


7,902 
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MEXICAN  BEAN  PRODUCTION 
DOWN;  PRICES  UP 

Despite  an  8-percent  increase  in  Mexican  bean  acreage  in  i960,  produc- 
tion was  below  last  year's  record  harvest.    Lack  of  rainfall  in  the  major 
producing  areas  was  the  primary  cause. 

The  i960  bean  harvest  totaled  11,023,000  bags  (100  pounds  each)  from 
3j^59>°00  acres.    Last  year's  harvest  was  11,^6^,000  bags  from  3,212,000 
acres. 

The  decline  in  production  this  year,  and  increased  consumption  per  capita, 
caused  a  sharp  rise  in  prices  during  recent  months.    In  Mexico  City,  Bayo 
Gordos  sold  for  $5*50  per  cwt.,  wholesale,  in  January  i960  and  $9.50  per  cwt. 
in  October — an  increase  of  73  percent. 

Domestic  bean  supplies  will  probably  be  short  in  I96I,  and  sizable  im- 
ports will  be  needed.    Restrictive  import  policies,  however,  may  tend  to 
limit  imports.    During  the  first  9  months  of  i960,  imports  amounted  to 
36^-,000  bags,  compared  with  855^000  bags  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1959.    Imports  during  all  of  1959  totaled  90^,000  bags,  compared  with  an 
average  of  176,000  bags  from  195*+  through  1957. 

INDIA'S  CASTOR  OIL  EXPORTS 
AT  ALLTIME  HIGH 

India's  exports  of  castor  oil  during  i960  are  expected  to  reach  an 
alltime  high  of  57,000  short  tons,  compared  with  39>375  tons  in  1959  and 
the  previous  high  of  ^9,^38  tons  in  1955.    The  United  States  continues  to 
be  the  major  market  for  Indian  castor  oil,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  Soviet  Union,  in  that  order. 

The  i960  castor  bean  crop  was  reported  officially  at  120, 960  short  tons, 
compared  with  125,  ¥+0  tons  in  1959.    Prospects  for  the  new  crop  to  be  har- 
vested early  in  1961  are  encouraging.    Rains  during  the  last  half  of  September 
and  the  first  half  of  October  alleviated  the  drought  in  the  major  castor- 
producing  areas  of  Gujerat  and  Andhra  Pradesh. 

U.  S.  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  LABELS 
PRESENT  PROBLEM  IN  AUSTRALIA 

Reports  from  Australia  indicate  that  problems  have  been  encountered  in 
the  labeling  of  U.  S.  foods --including  both  fresh  and  processed  fruit  and 
vegetables.    It  is  recommended  that  U.  S.  food  exporters  send  samples  of 
their  labels  to  the  Australian  importers  for  approval  prior  to  actual  shipment. 

As  there  is  a  large  measure  of  independence  among  the  several  Australian 
States,  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  labels  checked  in  each  State  in  which  the 
products  will  be  distributed. 
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BAHIA  (BRAZIL)  EXPECTS 
BUMPER  CASTOR  BEAN  CROP 

Estimates  continue  to  indicate  a  "bumper  i960  castor  bean  crop  of  about 
88,000  short  tons  in  Bahia,  Brazil,  or  substantially  more  than  last  year's 
relatively  small  outturn  of  less  than  50*000  tons  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  September  26  and  October  17,  i960).     In  contrast,  crops  in  the 
important  producing  states  of  Ceara  and  Pernambuco  reportedly  are  poor. 

Despite  the  excellent  crop  in  Bahia,  oil  processors  there  are  feeling 
virtually  no  squeezes  from  the  easing  of  prices  because  they  have  sold  their 
production  for  many  months  ahead. 

The  federal  government  has  temporarily  lifted  the  ban  on  castor  bean 
exports,  and  has  announced  a  quota  of  k,000  metric  tons  to  be  divided 
equally  among  8  local  exporters.    This  total  quantity  is  to  be  shipped 
before  the  end  of  the  year.    However,  as  the  domestic  price  for  seed  is 
higher  than  the  world  market  price,  it  is  unlikely  that  any  castor  beans, 
as  such,  will  be  exported  under  this  quota. 

WEST  GERMAN  COTTON  CONSUMPTION  EASING  OFF 
FROM  LAST  SEAONS'S  POSTWAR  RECORD 

Activity  in  the  West  German  cotton  industry  is  expected  to  continue  at 
favorable  levels  this  season,  although  somewhat  below  the  postwar  record 
pace  of  1959-60. 

Mill  order  books  are  filled  into  the  early  months  of  I961,  and  economic 
conditions  throughout  West  Germany  are  booming.  However,  rising  inventories 
and  larger  imports  of  cotton  goods  dim  the  optimistic  view  somewhat. 

Cotton  consumption  of  1,^75*000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  1959-60 
the  largest  in  the  postwar  period,  was  11  percent  above  the  1,325>000  bales 
used  in  the  previous  season.    This  reflected  a  strong  demand  for  cotton 
textiles  for  export,  as  well  as  for  domestic  use. 

Exports  of  cotton  textiles  amounted  to  35.^31  metric  tons  during  the 
first  11  months  (August- June )  of  1959-60,  up  22  percent  from  29,160  tons 
in  the  same  1958-59  period.    However,  textile  imports  were  up  even  more 
sharply,  from  29,5^-1  metric  tons  in  August- June  1958-59  "to  ^6,851  tons  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1959-60. 

Imports  of  cotton  in  1959-60  were  39  percent  above  the  previous  season- 
1,221,000  bales  in  1958-59  and  1,692,000  last  season—due  to  a  sizable  build 
up  of  cotton  stocks,  along  with  rising  consumption. 

The  U.S.  share  of  the  West  German  cotton  market  increased  sharply 
during  1959-60,  as  imports  of  U.S  cotton  amounted  to  573*000  bales  or  3^ 
percent  of  total  imports,  compared  with  167,000  bales  or  1^  percent  of  the 
total  in  1958-59. 
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Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources  other  than  the  United  States 
during  1959-60,  with  comparable  1958-59  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  Mexico 
187,000  bales  (23^,000);  Turkey  138,000  (95,000);  Brazil  132,000  (1+0,000)- 
Peru  107,000  (97,000);  Egypt  101,000  (70,000);  Sudan  86,000  (76,000);  U.s!s  R 
86,000  (59,000);  Belgian  Congo  75,000  (53,000);  British  East  Africa  66,000 
(132,000);  Nicaragua  22,000  (84,000);  Syria  22,000  (4,000);  Iran  22,000 
(19,000);  and  Greece  17,000  (13,000). 

Raw  cotton  stocks  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  1959-60  season  amounted  to 
about  535,000  bales,  up  57  percent  from  the  31+0,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  of  95,000  bales  of  cotton  during  August,  the  first  month  of  this 
season,  were  slightly  less  than  the  98,000  bales  imported  in  August  1959. 
Because  of  increasing  competition  from  imported  textiles,  larger  beginning 
stocks  of  cotton,  and  some  decrease  in  raw  cotton  imports  during  the  early 
weeks  of  the  current  season,  total  imports  during  I96O-6I  may  be  somewhat 
below  those  of  a  year  ago.    The  United  States  was  the  principal  supplier  of 
the  August  i960  imports,  with  smaller  quantities  coming  from  Brazil,  Peru, 
British  East  Africa,  and  other  countries. 

Prices  for  most  growths  and  qualities  have  strengthened  on  the  Bremen 
market  in  recent  weeks,  as  exportable  supplies  of  some  countries  have  been 
moving  rapidly  and  mills  have  been  buying  heavily  to  cover  winter,  and  some 
early-spring  requirements. 

Recent  quotations  for  specified  qualities  of  foreign  and  U.  S.  cotton 
are  listed  below. 


COTTON:     C.i.f.  prices  at  Bremen,  prompt  shipment,  U.  S. 
and  comparable  foreign  growths,  November  22,  i960 


Quality  description 


Country 


Foreign      ■  U.S.  equiv. 


Price  per  pound 


Foreign 


U.  S. 


Mexico  , . .  ,:SM  l-l/l6" 

Mexico  :SM  1-1/32" 

Nicaragua  :SM  l-l/l6" 

Brazil  (Sao  Paulo) .... :Type  5 

Iran  :Cokers  I 

Turkey  (Adana)  :1A 

U.S.S.R  :Pervyi 

:     31/32  mm 
Pakistan  ..:289F 

:  superfine 
Syria  :I 


SM  1-1/16" 
SM  1-1/32" 
SM  1-1/16" 
M  Lt.  Spot  1" 
SM  l-l/l6" 
M  1-1/32" 
SM  1-1/32" 

M  Lt.  Spot  1 

M  1-1/32" 


Cents 

29.95 
29.65 
29.30 
26.10 
29.50 
28.05 
30.60 

29.80 

29.50 


Cents 

29.75 
28.70 

29-75 
26.20 

29.75 
27.50 
28.70 

26.20 

27.50 
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TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN 
COTTON  AT  LOW  LEVEL 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  U.  S.  ports  amounted  to 
89,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  August,  the  first  month  of  the 
current  season. 

Although  the  August  transshipments  were  nearly  3  times  the  29,000 
bales  transshipped  in  July,  they  were  31  percent  less  than  the  129,000 
bales  shipped  in  August  1959;.  and  1^  percent  below  average  August  shipments 
of  103,000  bales  during  the  past  5  seasons.    Most  August  i960  transship- 
ments moved  through  Brownsville,  with  smaller  quantities  moving  from 
Houston,  Galveston,  San  Diego,  Oakland,  and  Los  Angeles. 

Principal  destinations  during  August  i960,  with  comparable  1959 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    France  20,000  ( 17,000);  West  Germany  19,000 
(30,000);  Italy  12,000  (10,000);  India  12,000  (O);  Japan  9,000  (29,000); 
and  the  United  Kingdom  6,000  ( 12,000). 
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